The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2026



Prelude:
Give Me Jesus, arr. C. E. Walz

Processional Hymn:
My faith looks up to thee Hymn 691

The Word of God BCP 355
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.
Amen.

Celebrant: Let us pray together our Collect for Purity.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant and People: Hymn S280
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom
nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon
us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may
so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen

The Lessons
Old Testament
1 Kings 3:5-12

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” And
Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love
to your servant my father David, because he walked
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for
him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a
son to sit on his throne today. And now, O LORD my
God, you have made your servant king in place of my
father David, although I am only a little child; I do not
know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in
the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or
counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding
mind to govern your people, able to discern between
good and evil; for who can govern this your great
people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said
to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked
for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to
discern what is right, I now do according to your word.



Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like
you has been before you and no one like you shall arise
after you.”

Lector: The word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:129-136 BCP 774

129 Your decrees are wonderful; *
therefore I obey them with all my heart.

130 When your word goes forth it gives light; *
it gives understanding to the simple.

131 I open my mouth and pant; *
I long for your commandments.

132 Turn to me in mercy, *
as you always do to those who love your Name.

133 Steady my footsteps in your word; *
let no iniquity have dominion over me.

134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, *
and I will keep your commandments.

135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant *
and teach me your statutes.

136 My eyes shed streams of tears, *
because people do not keep your law.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

The Epistle
Romans 8:26-39

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes
with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches
the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God.



We know that all things work together for good for those
who love God, who are called according to his purpose.
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might
be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom
he predestined he also called; and those whom he called
he also justified; and those whom he justified he also
glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for
us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own
Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of
Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be
slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn:
What a Friend We Have in Jesus Page 16



Stand as you are able

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord, Jesus Christ
according to Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone
took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value,
he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it
was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good
into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end
of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil
from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?”” They answered, “Yes.”
And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master
of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new
and what is old.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.



The Homily Rev. Vikki Clayton

Joining with Christians throughout the centuries and
throughout the world today, let us affirm the faith of the
Church, by saying the Nicene Creed.

All stand as you are able
The Nicene Creed BCP 358
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.



He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Stand or kneel as you are able

The Prayers of the People (Form VI) BCP 392
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those
who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence.
The People may add their own thanksgivings.

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.



We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in
your eternal kingdom.

Silence

The People may add their own petitions.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings.

We pray for those on the Anglican and Diocesan

Cycles of Prayer and our Parish Family and Friends

Sarah Mullally, Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean, our
Presiding Bishop, Mariann our Bishop, Vikki, our Rector; and
for Lauren our music and choir director, for this gathering; and
for all ministers and people.

The Anglican Cycle of Prayer
The Anglican Church of Tanzania

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

Church of Our Saviour, Brookland

Church of Our Saviour, Hillandale and Nuestro Salvador
St. Anne’s Church, Damascus

For our parish family we pray for:
Judy O’Neil, Meredith Smith, Lydia Brittle, Scott Peterson,
Stevie Grimes, Janet McMurtray.

For parishioners’ family members and friends
we pray in the quiet of our hearts:
(A moment of silence.)

Carolann Guerette (V. Cross)

Jerry Cross (V. Cross)

Susan Oliver (J. Shea)

Daniel Oliver (J. Shea)

Thomas Cooper and Mrs. Boyd (D. Burton)



Roseann Royle (N. Row)

Darcy Alt (S. Henderson)

Jeff Weinberger (S. Henderson)

Amanda Graham (A. Fitts)

Christine Pearson (V. Cross & J. Rutherford)
Chris Fountas (J. Rutherford)

Edmund Ground (M. Smith)

Allie Ground (M. Smith)

Garry Ground (M. Smith)

Felicia Taylor Popowski (B. Taylor)
Angela McKenzie (S. Henderson)
Mercy Frederick Ozuruonye (C. Frederick)
Anna Kuhlmann (N. Row)

Nicole Pappano (J. Kaufmann)

David Umsheid (J. McMurtray)

Barb and Scott McDonald (V. Cross)
Joyce Oehmler (V. Cross)

Yannick Goedde-Bosch (A. Fitts)

Nicole Bowie (N. Row)

Jim Bond (S. Bond)

Shari Champagne (V. Cross)

Donny Cooper (J. McMurtray)

Nancy Loy (J. Rutherford)

Amy Morris (D. Howard)

Sophia Hu (D. Starkweather & V. Cross)
Deanna Wheeler (D. Howard)

Barry Burke (J. McMurtray)

Carolyn Mclnnes (J. McMurtray)

Birthdays the week of July 26-August 1

Charles Frederick July 26
Olivia Hutchinson July 31
Celebrant:

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in
the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us
and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover
of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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The Confession of Sin BCP 360
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and People:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace BCP 360
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

The Offertory
Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself
for us an offering and sacrifice to God.

Offertory Hymn:
Sweet hour of prayer LEVAS 178

Stand as you are able

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
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Praise Him above the Heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A) BCP 361
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you
made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

Celebrant and People: Hymn S129

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,

the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the
cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant:

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

Celebrant: And now as our Savior taught us we are bold to
say:

Celebrant and People:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

The Fraction The Celebrant breaks the bread.
(A moment of silence)
The Hymnal 1982, Service Music, #154
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Celebrant:

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Music
Will the Circle Be Unbroken, arr. Phillip Keveren

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray.
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Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn

Guide me, O, thou great Jehovah Hymn 690

The Dismissal

Lay Eucharist Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the

Lord, alleluia, alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude
Postlude in G, Gerald Peterson
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Joseph Scriven
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Serving Today

Lay Reader Eric Kaufmann

Lay Eucharist Minister Ed Dalton

Choir Director, Music Director, and Organist Lauren
Fisher

Usher Rob Palmer

Altar Guild Janet Shea and Lois Leigh

Broadcast Technician Jeff Bergsten

Flower Guild Jamie Kaufmann

Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Victoria Clayton

St. Bartholomew’s Vestry

Senior Warden Lois Leigh

Junior Warden Jeff Bergsten

Vestry:

Ann Fitts, John Kaufmann, David Landrith, Rob Palmer,
Judith Schneider, Donna Starkweather

Coffee Hour

Coffee hour today is a potluck, next week is a potluck; and the
week after that too. You can sign up to host, it’s easy, all you
have to bring is a baked good from the grocery store or a
couple of dozen donuts, basically something simple and we’re
happy! The coffee is made for you and plates and cups are put
out. The sign up book’s on the counter or see Victoria or
Lauren if you have any questions.

Bible Study
Bible study is on hiatus until September 17,

Forward Day by Day

The upcoming edition of Forward Day by Day for August,
September and October, in regular and large print, is available
in the rack when you come into the church. Please take one.
You can also go to www.forwardmovement.org, click on the
Prayer tab at the top, then scroll down to Today’s Forward
Day by Day to view the online version.

We provide Forward Day by Day to parishioners as a simple
and effective daily prayer practice. Each day features a Bible
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verse from the daily readings and a related reflection written
by a different author each month, all in less than 200 words. It
even includes the daily feast days, as well as prompts to take
faithful action in your daily life.

Food Giving Basket

There is a food giving basket for Olney Help in the entry way
of the church with a “wish list” of items. Please bring the
items in a bag. Thank you for your generosity.

On-Line Giving
There is now the option to contribute to the ministries of
St. Bartholomew’s by using this QR code:

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
P.O. Box 5005, Laytonsville, MD 20882
21611 Laytonsville Rd. Laytonsville, MD 20882
Office: 301-355-7189
Rector - Rev. Victoria Clayton

https://www.facebook.com/StBartsofLaytonsville
www.saintbartholomews.org
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