BETHLEHEM

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany
February 15, 2026



Prelude:
Processional on O Waly Waly, arr. John A. Behnke

Processional Hymn:
I come with joy to meet my Lord Hymn 304

The Word of God BCP 355
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.
Amen.

Celebrant: Let us pray together our Collect for Purity.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant and People: Hymn S277
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son
revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that
we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his
likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
Old Testament
Exodus 24:12-18

The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the
mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets
of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I
have written for their instruction.” So Moses set out with
his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the
mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here
for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are
with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.”

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud
covered the mountain. The glory of the LORD settled on
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the
seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the
appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring
fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people
of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the
mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and
forty nights.

Lector: The word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 99 BCP 728

1 The LORD is King;
let the people tremble; *
he is enthroned upon the cherubim;
let the earth shake.

2 The LORD is great in Zion; *
he is high above all peoples.

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and
awesome; *
he is the Holy One.

4 "O mighty King, lover of justice,
you have established equity; *
you have executed justice and righteousness in
Jacob."

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God
and fall down before his footstool; *
he is the Holy One.

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,
and Samuel among those who call upon his
Name, *
they called upon the LORD, and he answered
them.

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he
gave them.

8 O LorD our God, you answered them indeed; *
you were a God who forgave them,
yet punished them for their evil deeds.

9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God
and worship him upon his holy hill; *
for the LORD our God is the Holy One.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



The Epistle
2 Peter 1:16-21

We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For
he received honor and glory from God the Father when
that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory,
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am
well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from
heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.

So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed.
You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you must
understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter
of one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever
came by human will, but men and women moved by the
Holy Spirit spoke from God.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn:
When I survey the wondrous cross Hymn 474

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord, Jesus Christ
according to Matthew 17:1-9
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and
his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling
white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and
Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord,
it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three
dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright



cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well
pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this,
they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But
Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not
be afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no one
except Jesus himself alone.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered
them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of
Man has been raised from the dead.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily Rev. Vikki Clayton

Joining with Christians throughout the centuries and
throughout the world today, let us affirm the faith of the
Church, by saying the Nicene Creed.
The Nicene Creed BCP 358
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Stand or kneel as you are able.

The Prayers of the People (Form VI) BCP 392
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who
are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.



For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence

The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in
your eternal kingdom.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray for those on the Anglican and Diocesan

Cycles of Prayer and our Parish Family and Friends

We pray for Sarah Mullally, Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean, our
Presiding Bishop, Mariann our Bishop, Vikki, our Rector; and for
Lauren our music and choir director, for this gathering; and for all
ministers and people.

Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

The ministry of the Rosemont Center

Pray for our Muslim siblings observing the Season of
Ramadan

Ash Wednesday (February 18)

For our parish family we pray for:
Meredith Smith, Lydia Brittle, Scott Peterson, Stevie Grimes,
Janet McMurtray.



For parishioners’ family members and friends we pray in the
quiet of our hearts:
(A moment of silence.)

Carolann Guerette (V. Cross)
Jerry Cross (V. Cross)

Susan Oliver (J. Shea)

Daniel Oliver (J. Shea)

Thomas Cooper and Mrs. Boyd (D. Burton)
Roseann Royle (N. Row)

Darcy Alt (S. Henderson)

Pam Jagusch (S. Grimes)

Jeff Weinberger (S. Henderson)

Seth Washington (S. Grimes)
Amanda Graham (A. Fitts)

Christine Pearson (V. Cross & J. Rutherford)
Chris Fountas (J. Rutherford)
Edmund Ground (M. Smith)

Allie Ground (M. Smith)

Garry Ground (M. Smith)

Felicia Taylor Popowski (B. Taylor)
Angela McKenzie (S. Henderson)
Mercy Frederick Ozuruonye (C. Frederick)
Anna Kuhlmann (N. Row)

Nicole Pappano (J. Kaufmann)
David Umsheid (J. McMurtray)
Barb and Scott McDonald (V. Cross)
Joyce Oehmler (V. Cross)

Yannick Goedde-Bosch (A. Fitts)
Nicole Bowie (N. Row)

Jim Bond (S. Bond)

Shari Champagne (V. Cross)

Donny Cooper (J. McMurtray)
Nancy Loy (J. Rutherford)

Ann Rose (N. Row)

Amy Morris (D. Howard)



Birthdays week of February 15-21

Emily Grimes Jagusch February 20
Emery Trumbull February 21
Celebrant:

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in
the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us
and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover
of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

The Confession of Sin BCP 360
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and People:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant:

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace BCP 360
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you.
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The Offertory
Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself
for us an offering and sacrifice to God.

Choral Offertory:
Balm in Gilead, arr. Bettye Ware

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above the Heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367
The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always
and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the
Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our
hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim
the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People Hymn S125
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
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The people stand or kneel.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you,
O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread
and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son 1n his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put
all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
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heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
forever. Amen.

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we
are bold to say,

People and Celebrant:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction
The Celebrant breaks the bread.
(A moment of silence)
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x setting is wot wsed in Leut,

"
é’; *—= E
= e - 2 =
8 = > (== ——

Al I I 1 b u J e ¥
£ 4
( ‘: - - - - > - - z 1
? = - - -

—
Christ  ouwr Pass v ficed for
%

é e = == - e — = z H
. —

there forc let us heep the feast
(e = * 1
: Pa—— - o -
4 — — T —

e - ., al -

The Holy Eucharist, Fraction Anthem: Christ
Hurd (b. 1950). Copyright © 1981 GIA Publications,

Passover, #1154 from The Hymnal 1982, Scrvice Music — Music: From New Plainsong; David
Inc

13



Celebrant:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,
with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn:
Break thou the bread of life LEVAS 146

Post Communion Prayer BCP 365
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Closing Hymn
Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing Hymn 344
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the

Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Postlude
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise, arr. Wayne L. Wold
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Serving Today

Lay Reader Marjorie Blanc

Lay Eucharist Minister Sharon Henderson

Choir Director, Music Director, and Organist Lauren
Fisher

Usher Rob Palmer

Broadcast Technicians Randy and Evan Beans

Altar Guild Vickie Fisher, Lauren Fisher, Victoria Cross
Flower Guild Sharon Henderson

Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Vikki Clayton

St. Bartholomew’s Choir

Jeff Bergsten, Bill Fitts, Charley Hendricks, Judy O’Neil,
Maggie Ramey, Jennifer Rutherford, Judith Schneider

St. Bartholomew’s Vestry

Senior Warden Lois Leigh
Junior Warden Jeff Bergsten
Vestry:

Ann Fitts, John Kaufmann, David Landrith, Rob Palmer,
Judith Schneider, Donna Starkweather

Coffee Hour

Today’s coffee hour is Shrove Sunday pancakes and sausages,
hosted by Bill Fitts and John Kaufmann. Next week is a
potluck, a chance to share another recipe. If you’re noticing a
pattern, it’s really easy to host, we’re happy with coffee and
pastries, and the coffee is made for you!

Art Talk and Reception

Jennifer Rutherford will be presenting a reception and art talk
on her opera series and Italy paintings today at 1:00 pm, at
Sandy Spring Lyceum on Meeting House Road in Sandy
Spring, Maryland. All are welcome to attend.

Ash Wednesday Service
The Ash Wednesday service, with the imposition of ashes,
will be this Wednesday at 5:30pm.
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Prayer Beads

Prayer Beads are back! The next Prayer Beads Workshops are
Wednesday, February 18, after the Ash Wednesday Service
and invite you to join them for pizza after the 5:30 pm service.
There’s also a session on Thursday, February 19, at noon -
all take place in the undercroft.

Bible Study

Bible study is held on Thursdays at 10:30 am via Zoom. We
are studying St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans using the book
Paul for Everyone: Romans, Part Two: Chapters 9-16.
Newcomers are always welcome and you don’t need the book
to participate! Contact Richard Rutherford
(richard.rutherford90@gmail.com) for more information, or
Victoria (parishadmin@saintbartholomews.org) for the Zoom
link.

Forward Day by Day

The new edition of Forward Day by Day, for February through
April 2026, in regular and large print, is in the racks when you
enter the church. Please take one. You can also go to
www.forwardmovement.org, click on the Prayer tab at the top,
then scroll down to Today’s Forward Day by Day to view the
online version.

Food Giving Basket

There is a food giving basket for Olney Help in the entry way
of the church with a “wish list” of items. Please bring the
items in a bag. Thank you for your generosity.

On-Line Giving
There is now the option to contribute to the ministries of St.
Bartholomew’s by using this QR code:
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St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
P.O. Box 5005, Laytonsville, MD 20882
21611 Laytonsville Rd. Laytonsville, MD 20882
Office: 301-355-7189
Rector - Rev. Victoria Clayton

https://www.facebook.com/StBartsofLaytonsville
www.saintbartholomews.org
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