LENT
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The First Sunday in Lent
February 22, 2026



Prelude:
In Memory Lord of Thee, arr. James Southbridge

Opening Hymn:

Bless the Lord Page 18
The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two BCP 355
The Word of God

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins
People His mercy endures forever.

The Decalogue: Contemporary

Celebrant Hear the commandments of God to his
people: I am the Lord your God who brought you out of
bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.

People Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant You shall not make for yourself any idol.
People Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant You shall not invoke with malice the Name
of the Lord your God.
People Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
People Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant Honor your father and your mother.
People Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant You shall not commit murder.
People Amen. Lord have mercy.



Celebrant You shall not commit adultery.
People Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant You shall not steal.
People Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant You shall not be a false witness.
People Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant You shall not covet anything that belongs
to your neighbor.
People Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant Jesus said, "The first commandment is this:
Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.
The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.
There is no commandment greater than these."

Mark 12:29-31

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,



and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive
you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit
to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to help us who
are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the
weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty
to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.



The Lessons
Old Testament
A Reading from Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

The LORD God took the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And

the LORD God commanded the man, “You may
freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other
wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said
to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat
from any tree in the garden’?”” The woman said to
the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in
the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the
fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden,
nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.”* But the
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made loincloths for themselves.

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 32 BCP 624

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
and whose sin is put away!

2 Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, *
and in whose spirit there is no guile!

3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
because of my groaning all day long.

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
and did not conceal my guilt.

6 I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD."*
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to
you in time of trouble; *
when the great waters overflow, they shall not
reach them.

8 You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble; *
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you
should go; *
I will guide you with my eye.
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no
understanding; *
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you."
11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; *
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit. Amen.



The Epistle
Romans 5:12-19

As sin came into the world through one man, and
death came through sin, and so death spread to all
because all have sinned-- sin was indeed in the
world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when
there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were
not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of
the one who was to come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the
many died through the one man's trespass, much
more surely have the grace of God and the free gift
in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded
for the many. And the free gift is not like the effect
of the one man's sin. For the judgment following
one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift
following many trespasses brings justification. If,
because of the one man's trespass, death exercised
dominion through that one, much more surely will
those who receive the abundance of grace and the
free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life
through the one man, Jesus Christ.

Therefore just as one man's trespass led to
condemnation for all, so one man's act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all.
For just as by the one man's disobedience the many
were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience
the many will be made righteous.

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Sequence Hymn:
Now let us all with one accord Hymn 147

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Matthew 4:1-11
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to
be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and
forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The
tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, command these stones to become loaves of
bread.” But he answered, “It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth
of God.””

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed
him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him,
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down;
for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone.””

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put

the Lord your God to the test.’”

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and
their splendor; and he said to him, “All these I will
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”
Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is
written,



‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came
and waited on him.

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily Rev. Vikki Clayton

Joining with Christians throughout the centuries and
throughout the world today, let us affirm the faith of the
Church, by saying the Nicene Creed.
All stand as you are able
The Nicene Creed BCP 358
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Stand or kneel as you are able

The Prayers of the People Form IV BCP 388
Lector: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name
may be united in your truth, live together in your love,
and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in
the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one
another and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.
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Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own
creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the
service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and
grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one
another as he loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or
spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and
bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your
will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may
share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.

We pray for those on the Anglican and Diocesan
Cycles of Prayer and our Parish Family and Friends
Sarah Mullally, Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean, our
Presiding Bishop, Mariann our Bishop, Vikki, our Rector;
and for Lauren our music and choir director, for this
gathering; and for all ministers and people.
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The Anglican Cycle of Prayer
The Church of Ireland

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
Pray for the work of the Standing Committee and their
counsel to the bishop

For our parish family we pray for:
Meredith Smith, Lydia Brittle, Scott Peterson, Stevie
Grimes, Nancy Harding, Janet McMurtray.

For parishioners’ family members and friends we pray in
the quiet of our hearts:
(A moment of silence.)

Carolann Guerette (V. Cross)
Jerry Cross (V. Cross)

Susan Oliver (J. Shea)

Daniel Oliver (J. Shea)

Thomas Cooper and Mrs. Boyd (D. Burton)
Roseann Royle (N. Row)

Darcy Alt (S. Henderson)

Pam Jagusch (S. Grimes)

Jetf Weinberger (S. Henderson)

Seth Washington (S. Grimes)

Amanda Graham (A. Fitts)

Christine Pearson (V. Cross & J. Rutherford)
Chris Fountas (J. Rutherford)

Edmund Ground (M. Smith)

Allie Ground (M. Smith)

Garry Ground (M. Smith)

Felicia Taylor Popowski (B. Taylor)
Angela McKenzie (S. Henderson)

Mercy Frederick Ozuruonye (C. Frederick)
Anna Kuhlmann (N. Row)

Nicole Pappano (J. Kaufmann)

David Umsheid (J. McMurtray)

Barb and Scott McDonald (V. Cross)
Joyce Oehmler (V. Cross)
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Yannick Goedde-Bosch (A. Fitts)
Nicole Bowie (N. Row)

Jim Bond (S. Bond)

Shari Champagne (V. Cross)
Donny Cooper (J. McMurtray)
Nancy Loy (J. Rutherford)

Ann Rose (N. Row)

Amy Morris (D. Howard)

Robert Jones (B. Thomas)

Birthdays week of February 22-28

Carley Pera February 22
Nancy Row February 23
Geoffrey Rutherford February 23
Alex Murtiff February 27
Celebrant:

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your
people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for
you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give
glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and

forever. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself
for us as offering and sacrifice to God.

The Offertory
Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself
for us an offering and sacrifice to God.

Choral Offertory
Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy, arr. Marty Parks
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Doxology
All stand as you are able.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above the Heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer B

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  Itis right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always
and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did
not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every
evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for
him who died for us and rose again.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Celebrant and People Hymn S125
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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The people stand or kneel.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and
love which you have made known to us in creation; in
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word
made flesh, Jesus, your Son.

You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and
prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in
prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your
Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of
grace which you have prepared for those who love you.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to
you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of
the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and forever. Amen.

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction

The Celebrant breaks the bread.
(A moment of silence)
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Celebrant:

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,
with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn
O love, how deep, how broad, how high Hymn 448

Post Communion Prayer BCP 365
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn
Eternal Lord of love behold your church Hymn 149

Lay Eucharistic Minister: Go in peace to love and
serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Sonata in a, Fransisco Gasparini, ed. Charles Callahan
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TRANSFORMATION
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Serving Today
Lay Reader Jennifer Rutherford
Lay Eucharistic Minister Sharon Henderson
Choir Director, Music Director, and Organist
Lauren Fisher
Usher Janet Shea
Broadcast Technician Jeff Bergsten
Flower Guild Jennifer Rutherford
Altar Guild Vickie Fisher, Lauren Fisher, Victoria
Cross
Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Victoria Clayton

St. Bartholomew’s Choir

Jeff Bergsten, Bill Fitts, Charley Hendricks, Judy
O’Neil, Maggie Ramey, Jennifer Rutherford, Judith
Schneider

St. Bartholomew’s Vestry
Senior Warden Lois Leigh
Junior Warden Jeff Bergsten

Vestry:
Ann Fitts, John Kaufmann, David Landrith, Rob Palmer,
Judith Schneider, Donna Starkweather

Announcements

Coffee Hour

Coffee hour today is a potluck; come join us to see what
delights await. Next week is “Souper Sunday,”
everyone is invited to bring their favorite soup; you can
bring it in a crockpot or warm it up on the stove right
before coffee hour (you’ll need to supply your own pot).
Not a soup maker? Bring what you like to eat with
soup: crackers, cheese, rolls, croutons, etc.

Bible Study

Bible study is held on Thursdays at 10:30 am via Zoom.
We are studying St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans using
the book Paul for Everyone: Romans, Part Two:
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Chapters 9-16. Newcomers are always welcome and
you don’t need the book to participate! Contact Richard
Rutherford (richard.rutherford90@gmail.com) for more
information, or Victoria

(parishadmin@saintbartholomews.org) for the Zoom
link.

Forward Day by Day

The current edition of Forward Day by Day, for
February through April 2026, in regular and large print,
is in the racks when you enter the church. Please take
one. You can also go to www.forwardmovement.org,
click on the Prayer tab at the top, then scroll down to
Today’s Forward Day by Day to view the online
version.

Food Giving Basket

There is a food giving basket for Olney Help in the entry
way of the church with a “wish list” of items. Please
bring the items in a bag. Thank you for your generosity.

On-Line Giving
There is now the option to contribute to the ministries of
St. Bartholomew’s by using this QR code:

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
P.O. Box 5005, Laytonsville, MD 20882
21611 Laytonsville Rd. Laytonsville, MD 20882
Office: 301-355-7189
Rector - Rev. Victoria Clayton

https://www.facebook.com/StBartsofLaytonsville
www.saintbartholomews.org
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