THE STAR OF

BETHLEHEM

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 4, 2024



Announcements

Prelude:
In Memory, Lord, Of Thee, James Southbridge

Opening Hymn:
| want to walk as a child of the light Hymn 490

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two BCP 355

The Word of God

Celebrant: Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and
forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

Let us pray together the Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Glory to God in the highest Hymn S277
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

Almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.



For you alone are the Holy One;
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of The Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins,
and give us the liberty of that abundant life which
you have made known to us in your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

The Lessons
A Reading from: Isaiah 40:21-31

Have you not known? Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the
foundations of the earth?
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to live in;

who brings princes to naught,
and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the
earth,



when he blows upon them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble.

To whom then will you compare me,
or who is my equal? says the Holy One.

Lift up your eyes on high and see:
Who created these?

He who brings out their host and numbers them,
calling them all by name;

because he is great in strength,
mighty in power,
not one is missing.
Why do you say, O Jacab,
and speak, O Israel,
"My way is hidden from the Lord,
and my right is disregarded by my God"?
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint,
and strengthens the powerless.
Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted,;
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their
strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 147:1-12, 21c BCP 804

1 Hallelujah!
How good it is to sing praises to our God! *
how pleasant it is to honor him with praise!
2 The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem; *
he gathers the exiles of Israel.
3 He heals the brokenhearted *
and binds up their wounds.
4 He counts the number of the stars *
and calls them all by their names.
5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; *
there is no limit to his wisdom.
6 The Lord lifts up the lowly, *
but casts the wicked to the ground.
7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; *
make music to our God upon the harp.

8 He covers the heavens with clouds *
and prepares rain for the earth;

9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains *
and green plants to serve mankind.

10 He provides food for flocks and herds *
and for the young ravens when they cry.

11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; *
he has no pleasure in the strength of a man;

12 But the Lord has pleasure in those who fear
him, *
in those who await his gracious favor.

21 Hallelujah!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit. Amen.



The Epistle
1 Corinthians 9:16-23

If | proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground
for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and
woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if |
do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not
of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission.
What then is my reward? Just this: that in my
proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge,
so as not to make full use of my rights in the
gospel.

For though I am free with respect to all, | have
made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more
of them. To the Jews | became as a Jew, in order to
win Jews. To those under the law | became as one
under the law (though I myself am not under the
law) so that I might win those under the law. To
those outside the law | became as one outside the
law (though I am not free from God's law but am
under Christ's law) so that I might win those outside
the law. To the weak | became weak, so that |
might win the weak. | have become all things to all
people, that I might by all means save some. | do it
all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in
its blessings.

The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn:
Surely it is God who saves me Hymn 679



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according
to Mark 1:29-39

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After Jesus and his disciples left the synagogue,
they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with
James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was
in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at
once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted
her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to
serve them.

That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all
who were sick or possessed with demons. And the
whole city was gathered around the door. And he
cured many who were sick with various diseases,
and cast out many demons; and he would not
permit the demons to speak, because they knew
him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he
got up and went out to a deserted place, and there
he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted
for him. When they found him, they said to him,
“Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let
us go on to the neighboring towns, so that | may
proclaim the message there also; for that is what |
came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee,
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and
casting out demons.

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily Vikki Clayton
All stand as you are able
The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God,



the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Stand or kneel as you are able

The Prayers of the People Form 111 BCP 387
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the
nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or
trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

We pray for those on the Anglican and Diocesan
Cycles of Prayer and our Parish Family and Friends
We pray for: Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Mariann our Bishop and
Vikki, our Rector; for this gathering; and for all
ministers and people.



Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Anglican Church of South America

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

Theological Education Sunday

All Seminaries, Seminarians, and Seminary Professors;
Postulants and Candidates

For our Parish Family and Friends:

Jack Hauber, Lydia Brittle, Steve O’Neil, Scott Peterson,
Delbert Wemple, Stevie Grimes, Laura Hobbs, Nancy
Harding, Frank McMurtray, Janet McMurtray

Carolann Guerette (V. Cross)

Frank and Jerry Cross (V. Cross)

Rebecca Koltun & family (J. Rutherford)
Susan Oliver (J. Shea)

Thomas Cooper and Mrs. Boyd (D. Burton)
Roseann Royle (N. Row)

Bill Royle (N. Row)

Darcy Alt (S. Henderson)

Pam Jagusch (S. Grimes)

Linda Abrahams (V. Clayton)

Jeff Weinberger (S. Henderson)
Nick Vlachos (C. Hendricks)
Janice and Jeff Sands (M. Wemple)
Meghan Bradley (N. Row)

Patty Terry (V. Clayton)

Nancy Willett (J. Rutherford)

The Dodge Family (M. Wemple)
Seth Washington (S. Grimes)

Amy Morris (D. Howard)

Helen Hamlin (N. Row)

Amanda Graham (A. Fitts)
Raymond Parker (M. Wemple)
Michele Shirron (V. Clayton & N. Row)
Alma Bray (L. Bray)

Karen Scott (M. Wemple)
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Jerrilyn Frame (M. Wemple)

Scott & Barb McDonald (V. Cross)
Paul Penfold (M. Wilner)

Scott Johnston (V. Cross)

Gerald Holbrook (M. Wemple)

February Birthdays

Maggie Ramey February 3
Pauline Holec February 6
Eric Kaufmann February 6
Emily Grimes Jagusch February 20
Emery Trumbull February 21
Carley Pera February 22
Nancy Row February 23
Geoffrey Rutherford February 23
Alex Murtiff February 27
Celebrant:

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your
people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help;
for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we
give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.

The Confession of Sin BCP 360
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Celebrant and People:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
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We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive
you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

All stand as you are able
The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

Celebrant: Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself
for us as offering and sacrifice to God.

The Offertory
All are seated.

Choral Offertory:
Balm in Gilead, arr. Betty Ware

All stand as you are able.

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above the Heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367
The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the
mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new
light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of
your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Celebrant and People Hymn S125
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and
love which you have made known to us in creation; in
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
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spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to
you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
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Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with Bartholomew and all your saints, we may
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of
our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and forever. Amen.

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught
us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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The Fraction Hymn S154
The Celebrant breaks the bread.

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music, #154
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(A moment of silence)

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,

with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn:
Wherefore, O Father Hymn 423

Post Communion Prayer BCP 365
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant and People:

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Blessing

Closing Hymn:
Immortal, invisible, God only wise Hymn 423

The Dismissal

Lay Eucharistic Minister: Go in peace to love and
serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Postlude:
When, in Our Music, God is Glorified, Anna Laura Page

Serving Today

Lay Reader Lois Leigh

Lay Eucharist Minister Sharon Henderson

Choir Director, Music Director, and Organist
Lauren Fisher

Usher Rob Palmer

Broadcast Technician Victoria Cross

Altar Guild Victoria Cross, Lauren, and Vickie Fisher
Flower Guild Donna Starkweather

Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Vikki Clayton

St. Bartholomew’s Choir

Jeff Bergsten, Bill Fitts, Charley Hendricks, Judy
O’Neil, Maggie Ramey, Jennifer Rutherford, Judith
Schneider, Delbert Wemple, Mary Wemple

St. Bartholomew’s Sunday School Teachers
Maya Fitts, Lauren Murtiff

St. Bartholomew’s Vestry
Senior Warden Nancy Row
Junior Warden Jeff Bergsten
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Vestry

Victoria Cross, Lauren Fisher, William Fitts, Charles
Frederick, Charley Hendricks, Deborah Howard, Lois
Leigh, Lauren Murtiff, Robert Palmer.

Announcements:

Coffee Hour

Coffee hour today is a pizza and salad luncheon to
celebrate the outgoing Vestry members and welcoming
the incoming Vestry members. Next week is Shrove
Tuesday (transferred) pancakes and sausage brunch.

Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting is after today’s service. We need a
quorum so please plan to stay.

Altar Flowers
The altar flowers today are given by Nancy Row in
memory of Steve Row.

Bible Study

Bible study is every Thursday at 10:30 am. We’re
finishing up “The Path.” Contact the Parish
Administrator (parishadminin@saintbartholomews.org)
for more information or to have the Zoom link sent to
you.

Prayer Beads

Prayer beads are back from winter break and invite all to
join us in eating pizza, making prayer beads and having
fun! The next workshops are Tuesday, February 20™ at
6:30 pm and Wednesday, February 21% at noon in the
undercroft.

Music Together with Sonia

Sonia offers music and dance for children from infants
to five years old. There are classes at 9:30, 10:30, 4:15
and 5:15. More information is available at
musictogetherwithsonia.com.
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Food Giving Basket

There is a food giving basket for Olney Help in the entry
way of the church with a “wish list” of items. Once it is
filled Olney Help will come and empty it and we begin
the filling process anew. Please help our less fortunate
neighbors by adding a few extra items to your grocery
list. Please bring the items in a bag. Thank you for your
generosity.

On-Line Giving
There is now the option to contribute to the ministries of
St. Bartholomew’s by using this QR code:

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
P.O. Box 5005, Laytonsville, MD 20882
21611 Laytonsville Rd. Laytonsville, MD 20882
Office: 301-355-7189
Rector - Rev. Victoria Clayton
https://www.facebook.com/StBartsofLaytonsville
www.saintbartholomews.org
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